Government Assignment on Political Philosophers

Name _____________________________________________ Period _____________
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Thomas Hobbes

He was born in _______ and died in _______. (What year?)
Look up Thomas Hobbes on the internet and provide a short narrative of his life and work. (Don’t just copy a couple of sentences.  Read and summarize.)
In Hobbes most widely read book, Leviathan, his most famous quote says that, because of man’s bestial nature, without a strong government to control us, life would be  (The Wikipedia site for Thomas Hobbes is helpful.)

“_______________, _______________, _______________, _____________, and _______________.”

Because of this, Hobbes said that people should join in a social contract in order to live together in peace and avoid the fear and danger of civil conflict.  Then he said that we should submit to an

 ____________________________  _______________________ as the method of administering that social contract.  (Google Thomas Hobbes and select “Hobbes’ Moral and Political Philosophy”.)  
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Charles de Montesquieu (The Baron of Montesquieu)
He was born in _______ and died in _______. (What year?)
Look up Charles de Montesquieu on the internet and provide a short narrative of his life and work.   (Don’t just copy a couple of sentences.  Read and summarize.)
Montesquieu is noted for giving our Founding Fathers the concepts of “Separation of Powers” and “Checks and Balances.”  How did Montesquieu think power should be divided?  (Hint: The U.S. adopted his idea in our Constitution.)
(Several sites are helpful on this question, including the Wikipedia site.)

This separation seems to be common sense to us, but it was a radical change for his time.  Why?
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John Locke

He was born in _______ and died in _______. (What year?)
Look up John Locke on the internet and provide a short narrative of his life and work.

(Don’t just copy a couple of sentences.  Read and summarize.)
Although Locke was a famous philosopher, he was actually trained for what profession?  __________________

The nature of Locke’s political writings were troublesome enough for the aristocrats in England, but he got involved in something that got him into big trouble with the King.  He may have been innocent but some of his closest friends were certainly guilty.  What was he probably involved in and what were they going to do?

Guilty or innocent, Locke fled from England into exile.  Where did he go?  ________________________

John Locke’s book, The Second Treatise of Government, is often called “The Textbook of the American Revolution”.  He said that governments are instituted through a “social contract” with 

limited ________________ and reciprocal _______________________.  (The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy is helpful on this question.)

Locke said that if the rulers (kings, aristocrats, etc.) betray the people, then the people have the right to (do what?)  _____________________________________.  (The SparkNotes summary of the 2nd Treatise is helpful.  Go all the way to the bottom.)

Thomas Jefferson adopted his famous phrase “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” from John Locke.  However, that was not the way that John Locke originally stated it.  What was Locke’s original version of that quotation?   (The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy summary of Locke’s writings is helpful.)


Life, liberty and ____________________________.

Government Assignment on Political Philosophers

Name ____________KEY_________________________________ Period _____________


Thomas Hobbes

He was born in _1588______ and died in __1679_____. (What year?)
Look up Thomas Hobbes on the internet and provide a short narrative of his life and work. (Don’t just copy a couple of sentences.  Read and summarize.)

English


“Leviathan”


Believed in absolute power for monarch.


Human beings need an absolute authority to govern them.

In Hobbes most widely read book, Leviathan, his most famous quote says that, because of man’s bestial nature, without a strong government to control us, life would be  (The Wikipedia site for Thomas Hobbes is helpful.)

“_solitary______, _poor__________, _nasty_________, _brutish_____, and __short_____________.”

Because of this, Hobbes said that people should join in a social contract in order to live together in peace and avoid the fear and danger of civil conflict.  Then he said that we should submit to an

 __unaccountable_____________  __monarch/sovereign_____ as the method of administering that social contract.  (Google Thomas Hobbes and select “Hobbes’ Moral and Political Philosophy”.)  
Charles de Montesquieu (The Baron of Montesquieu)
He was born in _1689______ and died in __1755_____. (What year?)
Look up Charles de Montesquieu on the internet and provide a short narrative of his life and work.   (Don’t just copy a couple of sentences.  Read and summarize.)
French nobleman (Baron)

Advisor to king of France

Famous for his theory of separation of powers in government

Montesquieu is noted for giving our Founding Fathers the concepts of “Separation of Powers” and “Checks and Balances.”  How did Montesquieu think power should be divided?  (Hint: The U.S. adopted his idea in our Constitution.)
(Several sites are helpful on this question, including the Wikipedia site.)

Between the executive, legislative, and judicial.
This separation seems to be common sense to us, but it was a radical change for his time.  Why?

It eliminated the power of the old system in which power was divided between the three “estates”, which were the clergy (church), the aristocracy, and the commons (i.e., common people as represented in the early French parliament which was called the Estates-General).

John Locke

He was born in _1632______ and died in __1704_____. (What year?)
Look up John Locke on the internet and provide a short narrative of his life and work.

(Don’t just copy a couple of sentences.  Read and summarize.)
Englishman

Puritan, Oxford scholar, influential philosopher
Although Locke was a famous philosopher, he was actually trained for what profession?  _Medical/physician_

The nature of Locke’s political writings were troublesome enough for the aristocrats in England, but he got involved in something that got him into big trouble with the King.  He may have been innocent but some of his closest friends were certainly guilty.  What was he probably involved in and what were they going to do?

Rye House Plot – plot to assassinate the king and the crown prince.
Guilty or innocent, Locke fled from England into exile.  Where did he go?  ___Holland_______________

John Locke’s book, The Second Treatise of Government, is often called “The Textbook of the American Revolution”.  He said that governments are instituted through a “social contract” with 

limited __powers________ and reciprocal ___obligations_________.  (The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy is helpful on this question.)

Locke said that if the rulers (kings, aristocrats, etc.) betray the people, then the people have the right to (do what?)  ____rebel / revolt______________________.  (The SparkNotes summary of the 2nd Treatise is helpful.  Go all the way to the bottom.)

Thomas Jefferson adopted his famous phrase “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” from John Locke.  However, that was not the way that John Locke originally stated it.  What was Locke’s original version of that quotation?   (The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy summary of Locke’s writings is helpful.)


Life, liberty and ___property_________________________.

