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ABOUT ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
The Advanced Placement Government & Politics curriculum reflects a college level course. The primary purpose of my class will be to prepare you to take the AP exam administered by the College Board in May. The exam is graded on a scale of 1 - 5, with 5 being the highest score. Students who earn a 3 or better may be entitled to college credit, advanced placement in college, or both, depending on the individual policies of the university. It should be understood at the outset that the class reflects a college-level curriculum and as a result is significantly more challenging than regular courses in American Government and will require outside preparation and independent learning. 

AP US GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

This course is about the dynamics of the American political system. Students will not only study the various rules of American politics, but will also review political trends and outcomes. Students will be asked to think critically. We will take a look at topics in American Government using an interactive format. We will not only review facts but will engage in simulations, will debate current issues, and will follow current events.    

POLICIES

NO CELL PHONES. PERIOD.

Absences/Make up work
· If a student misses a quiz OR an AP Writing prompt, the STUDENT IS REQUIRED TO TAKE THE ASSESSMENT DURING CLASS IMMEDIATELY UPON RETURN. You are responsible for what you miss, and you are responsible for asking me for the assignment at the beginning of class. 

· Students are responsible for getting class notes/assignments for days missed. If a student misses a class when an assignment is given, they are still responsible for turning in the assignment upon their return. 
STUDY GUIDES
You will be given a study guide for each chapter. You are expected to read the entire chapter and complete the study guide on your own. Copying someone else’s work will not help you learn the material. The study guides will be stamped for completion at the beginning of class, and recollected when you take a test for points. 

HOW TO SUCCEED IN AP GOVERNMENT WITH MRS. STROCK
· Do your own work. Do it well.
· Review what we did in class daily as well as your classroom notes. Go over it with a friend or a parent. This will help most to prepare for AP prompts.
· Be aware of and be ready to discuss current events. Topics we cover in class are all around you. Pay attention! 
· Try not to be absent. When you are, be responsible for what you missed.
· When you write, ANSWER THE QUESTION THAT IS ASKED.

· Keep all your AP prompts in the writing folder.

· When preparing for multiple choice tests review/digest/drill yourself on the study guides. Make flash cards. They work.
· Most of all – come with a great attitude and enjoy learning about the dynamic political processes of both the United States and the world. I look forward to working with each of you!
Let’s have a great school year!!

Mrs. Strock

Dear Parents,

Welcome to AP Government and Politics! I look forward to a challenging and successful year with your child. It is important for you to know that this is a rigorous, college level course and I have high expectations. I take my job of preparing your child, not only for the National Exam, but also college and their future, very seriously. I hope we can work as a team to make this happen. If, at any time, you have questions, concerns, or you just want to check in, please do not hesitate. The easiest way to contact me is through email, but you can also leave me a message here at the school. 

 strock_katherine@svvsd.org 

(720) 494-3741
By signing below, you are letting me know that you have received this information, and you are aware of the high expectations of the class. You are also acknowledging that your child will have a book checked out to him or her. This book is expensive and it is their responsibility to pay the fine if it becomes lost or damaged at the end of the year.

Thank you so much! I look forward to meeting you at the first Parent Teacher Conference on October 15th. 

Katie Strock 




